99

B T IR 551« FREBORAIT O\ T
— HEEFHOFELPLL LT—

& ¥ & £

A Study on Nose’s Theory of School and Classroom
as“Dojo”, a Training Hall for the Inculcation
of the Japanese Spirit upon the Children:

A Case Study of the History of Classroom Management
during the 1930’s in Japan

Hiroaki Shimura

Summary

The main purpose of this article is to bring to light the theory of classroom management
proposed by Hiroaki Nose, the teacher at Seikei Primary School and to examine the historical
meaning of the change of his educational philosophy, which happened between the 1920’s and the
1930’s.

The key concept of Nose’s classroom management in the 1920’s was the self-government of
classmates based on their spontaneous activities, because he was influenced by the philosophy of
the New Education. During the jingoistic decade of the 1930’s, however, Nose proposed that the
school and classroom should become “Dojos”, which originally mean a training hall for martial
arts or Zen practice. They were built as a place to strengthen the character and will power of the
learner or disciple. Using the word “Dojo” in a nationalistic context, Nose emphasized the
unanimous agreement of all the pupils’ activities in the classroom which resulted in the promotion
of the loyalty to the state as a whole and the heightening of the Japanese spirit through
schooling. These were destined to be regarded as slogan of the ultra nationalistic government in

its support for the Emperor. Received May 11, 1988

Key words : School and Classroom as “Dojo”, Hiroaki Nose, History of Classroom

Management.
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