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Cosmology & Mythology in Ceremonies of the Lepchas
—— Focused on the Folklore of King Kesar and Mt. Kangchenjunga ——

Michiko Suzuki

Summary

One of the most important ceremonies that the bongthing, a kind of shaman of the Lepchas,
performes is that of Mt. Kangchenjunga, an abode of the protector of Sikkim as well as of the
Lepchas. On the other side of the Kangchenjunga is the legendary land called Mayel inhabited
by the immortals who are patrons of crops and fertility and guarded by three demonic brothers,
one a guardian of hunters and the other two guardians of Himalayan animals. Bongthing is
mythologically said to be the inhabitant of the Tiamtan, an intermediate place between the
deities’ Rum land and the earth. In the Sikkimese version, Tiamtan is the site where the King
Kesar, a legendary hero of Tibetan origin, resided for a while before his incarnation as a savior
on the earth.

With the tide of modernization of Sikkim, the legendary hero Kesar has become a war god,
while the Kangchenjunga is celebrated with national festivity. These cosmological ideas and their
changes are discussed here through the analysis of supplementary data obtained in the field

research in Sikkim in 1984 and 1986. Received Dec. 22, 1987

Key Words : The Lepchas, Kesar, Kangchenjunga, Folklore, Storytelling, Bongthing, Mun,
Hunting-complex, Agricultural fertility complex, Objectification, Miniature

garden-like setting of ceremony, Vertical & horizontal idea.
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R T ADBFAN T, ABMOED FRAPHRICL > THRESEOLATWLEDERT, Thixi
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Ex T 5, BRI+ Y OFXEO AL TICTH - B EREL, EIWROSELTHTLLD
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ODRBOKFET T, ~ v ¥ 2o TRRBELRNTEET 505, HREELELICICOEICEDE, T
BERPEIEIL, B BERAYRR, 754 7 v 7 EHAB SRR, BREYEKRESE, TA



62

Bl %

w K

(i

H gt

BEPUNE SR B AL

Hero o X L st 5413

Stocks, C. De Beauvoir, Sikkim-Custom
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)3, AV FOM7— ) 7THFERCI T FEOPRICEZ AMEATO A 2 — LD 4 FHE%Y
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* PO AT < RO BET D B ALo

*BECHTIBL—FKYECAROALOBI, BEEBOBEOEL -FIEL TR TSI EETROBIL - £0 &
FORB OB EF R RO &L,

* NEDOBIL—RLEDOR, BHOKED, WO R VB,

*¥BE A Thbh 5B IL—RECEROROKLL, ST/ Tuleuw sy, BECHEbLAIBRILE LT, AR EL
L HOVETFORE - IREL IR, O&L.

* KB ELTC—HEFEDE, HhvF =z vDidD cherim OFBIL, Bicdts s v 783 bd v F = v oL,

*¥ 7 VT R ayn, BEE L L TERERST S BAL [Siiger 1956 : 46,

100 [Nebesky 1975:212— 3123, #X o FrOBIUOHE O S, KEOREDMHAZEVREINT VB0, TOERH
FEbamiil, V7FFr (Vo Fa) KEFBAVF 2V ay AOBEEBOTELELTV S,

) HvFzvoavriwhEdET5EE, AELOHTEFOERICLTHATV20, HEHZhLEHIED ALK
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RIDBD, = — RV, TOERY, ¥V A2V 9, ¥y b, eVF4, FOMCKRDT, ThFhrHRLT
R, PR F N P RICEBF L ITHL, M, COBROBEAIR LD, EFELHECI T B FEO T
NIBH T &, R RBWTH S, (Manen 1932) ks, TH v F = v avH O h+ &L, [eesv
MR L,

1) AEOHFC>CTL, LFLE—EFEL Ty, ) 2, &8 -8 -#8 [Morris 1938 © 274], —~ -
FAL, &bt a i HALE RSB BEHEE [Manen 1932 :199), E¥ o, BthcoMi ) #Haic x
g, BRI - B BYCRE, Thoto, v FABMATH TR, o [#) ofni, THRE] L7
Tv+% [Sharma 1983 : 131,

1 v7rroFEBMOIL, [H—2—2—Kakoo koo| &\ -5 H5, BOBL B TERIELORT Y- 12
HRICLE, B0 THoH, OO Obic, HEELLBENAS,

W) HEODEXREL, TO-DRBBREYELOTHEND, HvFzvoa Vv FRFEROREEL VS LIt D,
ED12% B,

1 ey Py —FEMOERTHLELN TR LI, ZOH)TRATABZ EDRVT 1 4 i3, “Kingly power
dominating the four quarters” *» R T EM L ER L HFOLEZ B LNTEX L5, B% [Zimer 1983 : 256),
(1) EHIZ1986FED 7 — 2 v TORFOFATEDOIIC, BAEDA v 7+ — =+ + DD EBBMEIL, ¥+ L OB
HOREI5enfid 7 2 4% b bot, ZOAK (4HFLESINED) ODLThThOERIEOEY TH b, 7
VMO, fo, ABE(=r S OB RTTEE), EEROAN, BoORB TR, 7 a4, i a BB L o body

THD,

m F~<y P TRAREICE VT, EFCE, EFCl, SEEFTCEBCE - LETERIA TV S, KA, 7+ a
iy PRIEEDLRS (BEEX XA THEALLY) BEEBOEICR, KROL 5 KEWLD -1,

In olden times the compassion God-Avaloketesvara manifested himself as King Ge-Sar so that the Forces of

darkness that existed in Tibet before Buddhist religion reached there could be conquired. King Ge—Sar was a

mighty King. Demma, one of the eighty famous Ge—Sar soldiers, had great Tantric Powers. Ling Dynasty ruled

over Tibet in the 7th century A.D. All enemies who hold wrong views are destroyed by the magic of Demma. May

God Give Light to the entire world.

Flo, TR r BBy TH Y (Y AFR) OIS, A0 i BIcE S X e

FMEAES14 « SHEE L TH -7,
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