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Education in Girls’ High Schools between 1900 and 1926

—— Content of Education and Its Evaluation ——
Reiko W. Sekiguchi

Phrases Taught and Still Remembered
Educational Policy of Girls’ High Schools
Change and Prevalence of Educational Policy
Conveyers of Educational Policy

Social and Sentimental Meaning of Girls’ High Schools

(=2 B P - B

Evaluation of Girls’ High Schools

This is a part of the results of an empirical study made by mail on ladies who were graduated
between 1900 and 1926 from girls’ high schools called Koto Jo Gakko.

At first these ladies, who are now over seventy years of age, are asked to write words and
phrases which they repeatedly heard in their school days and still remember. From these
collections, the educational policy, by which high schools for girls were run in those days, is
summerized as : “good wife, wise mother”, which is the aim of education, the details of which may
be further analysed as: a patriot “faithful to the emperor”, a family member “obedient to
parents”, a life style “simple and economical”, and personality “warm, good-minded, pure and

gentle”.

This educational policy of the central government seems to have been adopted in schools
earlier in Eastern Japan than in Western Japan and to have lasted, once established, longer in
rural cities than in urban areas. It was conveyed mainly through principals to students in earlier
days. In later years, however,this role of the principal was spread among various teachers in any

one school.

When the graduates think of their high schools nowadays, their most conspicuous picture is
the social and sentimental meaning of school. Those who learned together keep, even today, more
than half a century after their graduation, deep friendships, which are the main source of pleasure

in their old age. Many recall their high school days, also, as the most pleasant time in their life.
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Many appreciate highly the moral education with strict discipline that they received, and
especially the simplicity of the life style. The author points out that the simplicity and economy
of their life style which these elite women respected most highly are a characteristic of Japanese

culture in its developing stage, which is not observed in other developing countries.

A smaller number, but still quite a few, appreciate the knowledge and techniques they learned

at school.

Contrary to all these graduates quoted above, there are also a couple who raised criticisms

against the strict school discipline.
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