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International Red Cross as a Transnational Organization :
Its Place in the International System

Takafumi Hirose*

THESIS

This is a study of the Red Cross viewed as a transnational organization in today’s inter-
national political system. A transnational organization is a non-governmental organization
acting across national boundaries in order to achieve an object which is not directly related to
various governmental activities. However, it is unreasonable to assume there is no interaction
between the transnational and governmental processes. And the Red Cross is one of those
transnational organizations that are most intensively interacting with the daily process of
international politics which is basically governmental.

After describing the general history and characteristics of the International Red Cross, the
author will analyze the interaction between the two. It is seen that the Red Cross supports the
view that states are the basic units of today’s international system, but its influence to the system
is so great as to cause a moderate change in the system—a change from a nation-state based
international system to a quasi-supernational system.

Thus giving the Red Cross a proper place in the international system, this study hopes to be
an introduction to the concept of transnationalism and the Red Cross itself, and also be a stepping

stone to further studies in this area.
OUTLINE

1. Overview of the Red Cross

A. Origin

B. Development in the International Status
C. Organization and Functions
D. Contributions to International Law



[I. Nature of the Red Cross
A. Methods of Operation
B. Evaluation
[lI. Political Influence of the Red Cross
A. Transnationalism and National Sovereignty
B. Benefits of the Red Cross
C. Influence of the Red Cross upon States

IV. Summary and Problems for Future Studies
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