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Legal Problems of Arab Oil Embargo:
The Place of Economic Sanctions in International Law

Takafumi Hirose*

THESIS

This is a study of economic sanctions applied by an individual state or by a group of states,
but not by a universal international organization as a process of collective security. The case
under investigation is the Arab export limitations on oil during and after the Arab-Israeli conflict
of 1973.

According to the traditional concept of neutrality, any state that supports or assists a
belligerent, or even loses an attitude of impartiality, loses its status of neutrality.
Thus, a state claiming to be a (so-called) nonbelligerent, meaning staying outside of actual
hostilities but supporting one of the belligerents, does not enjoy the full rights of neutrality and
may be subjected to certain types of sanctions placed by a belligerent. In other words, a
belligerent m @ ¥ place sanctions against the so-called nonbelligerent. Then, may a nonbelligerent
place sanctions against another nonbelligerent in favor of a belligerent of its choice? How about
against a neutral state? Such was the case of most Arab states during the 1973-74 period. Then,
were the Arab measures illegal?

Bearing this in mind, the author will analyze the practice of the Arab states in regard to the
customary international law, the Charter of the United Nations, and treaty laws.
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