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The Function of Higher Education Institutions

as a Mode of Training the Individual

—— A Comparative Study of Japan and West Germany ——

Reiko W. Sekiguchi

Chap. 1 : The structure of the subjects which students major in at colleges and
universities is one of the phenomena which show a conspicuous difference between
Japan and West Germany. This difference is thought to be reducable to the difference
in the function of higher education institutions in their concern for the training persons.

This report tries to elucidate this phenomenal difference by means of the following hypo-
thesis, and then tries thus to verify. it. The hypothesis is that the personal training
functions of higher education institutions are determined largely by two phases: cultural
(in a broadest sense of the word) and industrial. The higher education population
which represents the cultural phase seems to be determined mainly by demographic factors,
on the other hand the higher education population which represents the industrial phase

is supposed to be determined mainly by economical factors.

Chap. 2: Students course of study may according to our hypothesis and the data
investigated be broadly divided into three groups. 1) Health, education, science/agri-
culture and arts belong to a group which theoretically seems to be determined by demo-

graphic factors, and which at the same time show similarities in a correlation between
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the number of students and the total population in both countries. 2) Social science
and technology belong to another group which seems to be determined by economic
factors and which statistically show a very different number of students. These two
groups have no contradiction between their theory and their phenomena. 3 ) Humanities
and home economics belong to a third group. Theoretically it would seem to belong to

the first one, but phenomenally it is similar to the second group.

Chap. 3: The phenomenal difference between the two countries has arisen in the post
20 years. It is typically illustrated by the enormous expansion of Japanese students in
the second and third groups. The distribution of Japanese students among the various
courses of study in higher education is very dynamic while that of German students is

static.

Chap. 4: The static course distribution of German institutions is caused by the struc-
ture of the German higher education system which reflects static dimensions of the socie-
ty such as human quality, its value system, etc. through emphasizing the educational
needs of the people; while the dynamic structure of Japanese institutions is caused by a
system which reflects easily dynamic dimensions such as political and industrial changes
through deciding the number of students who are allowed to enter each university course

work.

Chap. 5: Those who work after graduation in secondary industries and in the trading
and commercial sections, which are a part of the tertiary industries, are assumed to be
largely under the influence of economic factors. Those who work in the public section
of the tertiary industries are thought to be under the influence of demographic factors.
The colleges and universities in West Germany mainly furnish the public section with
graduates, while Japanese universities not only supply this section but also the secondary

industries and the trading and commercial parts of the tertiary industries.

Chap. 6: The difference between the industrial fields in which graduates work corre-
lates with the difference of the occupations which they are engaged in. In Japan the
number of those who take up a teaching profession, which is a typical job in the public
section, changes very moderately. On the other hand the numder of those who become
sales workers, which is a typical job in the trading and commercial sections, and that

of engineers, a typical jobin the secondary industries, have been expanding very remarkably.
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These changes are very moderate in West Germany and therefore the occupational struc-

ture of the German graduates exhibits a static tendency.

Chap. 7: This chapter deals with the correlation between the subject fields and the
occupation which the students take after graduation. In West Germany each subject field
is closely related to certain professions. In Japan the same correlation as in West
Germany is also observed, but as a whole a tendency toward the non-professionalisation

is strongly noted.

Chap. 8: Among the fields which represent the cultural phase, the fields of physical
science/agriculture, education, health and arts, which are under the influence of demo-
graphic factors and fulfill the function of providing the public section with professional
workers, has shown a similar standard in West Germany and Japan. The fields which
represent the industrial phase -- which are under the influence of economic factors and
provide the secondary industries and the trade and commerce sections of tertiary in-
dustries with workers -- have proven to be very different in the two countries. As for
the third group of fields which are theoretically thought to belong to the first group,
but which in reality show the phenomena which are similar to the second group, in Japan
a great part of the graduates of that group have been, observed to take occupations
in the secondary industries and in the trading and commercial sections of the tertiary

industries. They fulfill therefore the same function as the second group.

Thus the phenomenal differences between the course-subject structure of the Japanese
and West-German higher education institutions are fully explained by the above mentioned
hypothesis. The higher education institutions in Japan and West Germany fulfill a similar
function and show a similar standard in the training of persons in the cultural phase,
but they play a very different role in the training of persons in fields which represent

the industrial phase.
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