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Permanent Neutrality and the United Nations:

A Comparative Study of Swiss and Austrian Policies toward
the United Nations
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SUMMARY IN ENGLISH

This is a study of the relationship between the status of permanent neutrality and
the modern system of collective security.

The point in question is whether or not the status of permanent neutrality is compati-
ble with the system of collective security which requires its members to participate in
coercive measures against a common enemy. Based on a number of scholastic arguments
presented in the past, this is a comparative study of two different arguments: one by
Switzerland which is not a member of the United Nations, and the other by Austria which
has been a member of the U. N. since 1955. First, it examines these arguments in order
to determine why Switzerland and Austria chose different courses.

Then, actual practices of these states in relation to the U.N. are examined in order
to probe the possibility or impossibility of the existence of permanent neutrality in the
United Nations. It is, then, concluded that, from a legal point of view, there remain many
conditions that must be met before a permanently neutral state can become a member of
the U.N. without any anxiety. But Austria became a member for her own political
reasons, and the stability of her status in the U.N. largely depends on the political at-
mosphere of the organization. Whether a member of the U. N. or not, a permanently

neutral state can contribute a great deal to the world peace in its own way.

OUTLINE

I. THE PROBLEM: IS PERMANENT NEUTRALITY COMPATIBLE WITH
COLLECTIVE SECURITY?
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The Reasons for this Study

The Principles of Collective Security

The Principles of Permanent Neutrality

The Purpose of this Study

II. ARGUMENTS FOR INCOMPATIBILITY: THE CASE OF SWITZERLAND
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A. The Swiss Experience in the lLeague of Nations
B. The Intention of the Drafters of the U. N. Charter
C. The Swiss Decision not to join the U. N.
. ARGUMENTS FOR COMPATIBILITY: THE CASE OF AUSTRIA
A. Re-examination of the U. N. Charter
B. The Road to the U. N.
N. A CASE OF NON-MEMBER STATE: SWITZERLAND
The Swiss U. N. Observer
The U. N. Offices and Specialized Agencies in Geneva
Relations with the U. N. Specialized Agencies
Attitudes toward the U. N. Peacekeeping Activities
CASE OF MEMBER STATE: AUSTRIA
Austria’s “Active Neutrality”
Austria in the General Assembly

Austria in the Security Council

<
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Attitudes toward the U. N. Peacekeeping Activities
VI. SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS: CONDITIONS AND POSSIBILITIES FOR
MEMBERSHIP
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