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Encounter of Pedagogy and Sociology in Germany
—Development of Educational Sociology——

Reiko W. Sekiguchi

[t was during the late 20th’s and early 30th’s that a field of pedagogy and a
field of sociology began to close to each other. After a short explanation from
this period about a theoretical essay by a sociologist Theodor Geiger, some
by a pedagogist Ernst Krieck and two by Aloys Fischer who dealt with these
two disciplines from a neutral standpoint, some elements which enabled the
access of the two fields are considered.

The reviving of the science after World War II began with the influence of
the American educational sociology. But soon after it was taken place again by
a German tradition. Among these Ernst Lichtenstein, Carl Weiss, J . H.
Whang, Wilhelm Bernsdorf and Heinrich Stieglitz are shortly introduced. In
this process we see the field gradually settled down as “padagogische Soziolo-
gie” and is located disciplinally as a part of sociology.

At last main discussions about educational sociology are studied from view-
points of its purpose, subject matters and methodology and the tendency and
characteristics of educational sociology in West Germany are clarified, espe-

cially concerning its autonomy from philosophy, pedagogy and sociology.
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