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Forms of the Description of Women in the Tale of the Heike

Izumi HAMACHIYO

Abstract

This paper investigates forms of the description of women in the tale of the
Heike, focusing on the birth, position, figure, personality, and the state after the
case. The conspicuous results are as follows:

1) The empress is called the title of honor. The woman come of respected family
is called the official name and the position of lawful wife. The woman come of
lower family, “shirabyoshi” (F14fiF7) dancer, and the local woman are called their first
names or stage names.

2) The form of description of the figure is related to the status of the family and
the post. In case of the empress and the woman come of respected family, the beaty
of figure is expressed through the phrases of Chinese poetry and Chinese word “bijin”
(Z£A). In case of the woman come of every family, the beaty of figure is expressed
through Chinese word “iu” (##), Japanese word “utsukushi” (52< L), “suguru” (3°<'%),
and so on. In case of the local woman, the beaty of figure is expressed concretely
such as Japanese word “iroshiroshi” (8L 5 L).

3) The women renounce the world regardless of the status of the family and the
post, and whether they are concerned with the war of Gen Pei or not. They choose
the spiritual life known as “shukke” (%) with pessimism about life, or the death

of their close relations as motivation.
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