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On the Form Required by Wh -interrogatives in
Classical Japanese

ODA, Masaru

Abstract

This paper discusses which inflectional ending appears when wh-
interrogatives include no kakari-particle in Classical Japanese. The conclusions
drawn from this study are as follows.

1. In the Nara period, the dictionary form was unexceptionally used and such
usage was succeeded by Heian-Waka.

2. In the Heian period, the adnominal form became to be linked to nado by
analogy with its linkage to nazo and ya/ka.

3. In the prose works of the Heian period, the adnominal form, instead of the

dictionary form, was generally used with wh-interrogatives.
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