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Onomatopoeia in Haiku by Santouka Taneda
Makiko FUJITA

Abstract

Haiku are poems generally written with 17 syllablesin a5 -7 — 5 pattern that usually include “Y uki-
tekei” or a reference to the season. However, Santouka Taneda writes another type of haiku called “Jiy-
uritsu,” which does not follow these rules. In “Jiyuritsu haiku” there are no restrictions on how they are
written or on the subject matter. Since there are no patterns to follow, the poet must choose his words very
carefully, especially in regards to rhythm and sound. One of the characteristics of Santouka Zenkushu's
haiku is the use of onomatopoeic expressions. In this paper, haiku from “Santouka Zenkushu (The Com-
plete Works of Santouka Taneda)” were selected to examine Santouka s use of onomatopoeia as poetic ex-
pression.
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