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A Study on Social Studies Teaching Methodology[ [
— Utilizing “ L ectur e Notebooks’ —

Tadamasa OHASHI

Abstract

There are five crucia principlesin the course of learning and teaching Social Studies. First of dl, itis
necessary for each student to have good understanding of the subject. Achieving this enables teachers to
plan how to present each material, and this will lead to help students educate themselves. Secondly, it is
important to maintain Tri-Directional Communication. Instructors give each material to the students in
class, and students take notes of each lecture on their Lecture Notebooks. Then the Lecture Notebooks are
collected and returned to the students with the instructor’s suggestions and evaluations. These three steps
asawhole are called Tri-Directional. This process involves a lot of work for both instructors and the stu-
dents, but it is vital to keep this active. Students will develop their fundamental ability to state their ideas
by keeping Lecture Notebooks. Moreover, Lecture Notebooks provide the opportunity for instructors to
understand their students in their Social Studies Teaching Methodology classes. The third principle is to
expedite students’ ability to educate themselves on their own. Students' self-development will be triggered
by the interaction through teaching and learning. The ability to educate themselves is essential for their self
-development. The fourth principle liesin the aim of the course of learning and teaching, which is to build
up their motivation for study and to cultivate their learning skills. Then the fifth principle is to promote and
enhance the class as a study group. Each class is most desirable when it is a study group whose members
share the same goal, which is to learn and study the subject, and help each other achieve the goal. Without
this, it isdifficult to achieve efficient learning. For these five principles, the Lecture Notebooks play an im-
portant and vital role. How important each principle is in the course of learning and teaching in Socia
Studies Teaching Methodology and what key role the Lecture Notebook plays is shown in detail in this pa
per.

Key words

Teaching-learning process, L ecture Notebooks, Understanding studentsin Social Studies class, Maintaining
Tri-Directional Communication, Self-actualization, Self-educating ability, Growth of study class, A funda-
mental ability to state one’sideas
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