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The Thought of Bodhisattva Path on the
Shinran’s Pure Land Buddhism (vol. 1)

Nobuyuki Momoi

It has been established that Mahayana (Great Vehicle) Buddhism is a teaching or vehicle
for bodhisattva. The Mahayana descriptions of religious practice show how a person could
save himself only by helping others. In addition, the Mahayana practitioner believes that
people who hope for not only their own enlightenment, but also for all other sentient beings,
possess the potential to become Buddhas, even while studying. A person who knows this ideal
of enlightenment is called Bodhisattva. Thus, Mahayana places emphasis on the salvation of

laypersons.

Shinran (1173-1262), the founder of the Shin Buddhism (Jodo-Shinshu) insisted that Shin
Buddhism is “the ultimate teaching of Mahayana” in his writings such as “The Essence of
Mahayana” or “The Ultimate Doctrine of One Vehicle (Ekayana)”. In this respect, the
teachings of the Shin Buddhism lead us to “the ultimate formulas of bodhisattva path”
preached by Shinran.

No studies have ever tried to reconstruct the teachings of Shinran in the traditional
school. However, I believe that a close study of the development of Shinran’s basic teachings
is necessary for our modern society. Complete understanding of Shinran’s Jodo-shin can only

be attended by re-examining his ultimate formulas of bodhisattva path.
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