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Yuan Ji's (IR§Z) view of Zi-ran
or Nature ({I¥:)

Morihiro Kubota

Summary

Yuan Ji ((28) is known as one of “the seven wise men in the
bamoboo thicket” in the Wei Jin (8%z) period in China.

His main thought and practice throughout his life was origi-
nally rooted in those of Lao-tze and Zhuang-tze [(®:Zz3Z3).
These traditional ways of thinking gave him influenced his opin-
ions and writings great deal. Especially his philosophy clearly
appears in the usage of the expression of Zi-ran or Nature (Z%%)
in the text of Da-zhuang-lun (33:E$).

He emphasised the real meaning of Zi-ran, not as the natural
world as most European think of it, but as a basic discipline of
manners and behavior to be a man of consummate virtue. At the
same time, he was very emphatic about the necessity of becoming
an ideal human being, which would be possible only through
approaching more closely to the world of “do-nothinism” as a
Taoist.
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