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The Islamic View on Newborn Infants;
An Analysis of the Concept of Fitrah

Mina Hattori

Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to analyse the Islamic view on newborn infants in relation to the con-
cept of fitrah. In Islam, all newborn infants are born with a fitrah, which means one’s possibilities
and basic abilities. In particular, the fitrah of faith and that of God’s nature are emphasized. Newborn
infants are considered to have a fitrah of faith in Allah and to be pure in nature, because every human
being makes a promise to Allah before their birth and Allah breathes His spirit into them. Addition-

ally, some rituals—for example, Adzan and Qamat, and’Aqigah—are carried out to develop fitrah.
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