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Primary School English in a primary teacher training course:
Aiming at enhancing students’ confidence in speaking English by utilizing
children’s literature, games, and gestures

Nozomu ADACHI

Abstract

"Core curriculum", a new English teacher training curriculum endorsed by Tokyo Gakugei
University, recommended that primary school teacher training courses introduce two classes. This
paper focuses on Primary School English, which mainly trains university students to improve
their knowledge and skills about English. This research will investigate what is effective in
enhancing university students’ confidence in speaking English. It was suggested that teaching
methods for both children and university students, such as use of rhymes, games, drama, gestures
and rich input in English, will boost their confidence in speaking English.

Key words : Primary School English, confidence of teaching English in English, children’s
literature, New Course of Study, pronunciation training
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