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Note on Hanamatsuri No. 3:
The Nature of ‘Eternal Return’ in Okina-gatari

Michiko Suzuki

Okina, the oldman, who is a character in one of the performances of Hanamatsuri, nar-
rates a long Okina-gatari, Okina’s self-introductory story, which covers various episodes of
his life : Umare-no-koto (birth), Muko-iri (marriage), Kamakura-iri (travel to Kamakura), etc. In
actual performance, the Okina-gatari is considerably difficult to comprehend, because he wears
the Okina mask. The main purpose of this article is to discuss the nature of Okina-gatar:

as a symbolic sign rather than a story with a plot.
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