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Research Note on Brahmacharis of Kathmandu
The Nature of Juvenile Religious Itinerant-Musicians
A Report on the Ethnomusicological Scientific Research in Nepal, 1982,
Financially Supported by the Ministry of Education of Japan

Michiko Suzuki

There were five pairs of Brahmacharis and one independent Brahmachari of ages from 12 to
20 in Kathmandu in Summer, 1982. They recite religious epics such as Ramayana, Krishna
Charitra, etc., with the accompanyment of ektar, single-stringed musical instrument. Each one of
them had left home when he was seven or eight either with the intention of becoming Brahmachar:
from the beginning or as the result of the failure in passing the initiation rite, Vratabandha, which
had forced him into the sentence of 12-year exile. The life and background of Brahmacharis are

discussed in this research note.
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