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Historical Study on multiplication table (“Ku—Ku”)
as teaching materials in school mathematics (part1)

Rokuji Shibata

Abstract

Mathematical objectives of primary school is used to teach multiplication and division of frac-
tions. These operations have its basis in multiplicational facts. We usualy teach it as multiplication ta-
ble in lower grade without appropriate consciousness of its history. It is important for our better in-
struction to know sincerely its genesis, its transitions, and the thought, ideas, and reasons why transi-
tions making into development in the multiplication table, and also important to have insight to the na-
ture of mathematics in these historical process. For this purpose, I made clear old chinese multiplica-
tion tables with comments on the difference of its earlier one. and made clear Japanese ones influ-

enced by chinese (and others) books till Meiji Era.
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